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We Have a Right to a
Clean City!

iTenemos derecho a una A Practical Guide to Trash Rights and

ciudad limpial!

Chung ta c6 Quyén dugc séng
trong mot Thanh phd Sach
dep!

Responsibilities in Phlladelphla
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Philadelphia is known as one of the Trash and litter are harmful to wildlife
dirtiest cities in the United States. Our and to our environment. Trash on the
city used to have trash pickup two times street washes down storm drains to the

a week, but now that we’re back to just
one pickup per week the system isn’t big
enough to handle the amount of trash
thrown out in the city. So where does it
go? Too much of it goes to our streets!

Trash and litter often make people
feel ashamed of where they live.
Trash and litter also attract disease
carrying vermin. It can be stressful
and depressing to live in a “dirty”
neighborhood.

river where it can seriously harm or kill
fish and animals. We must protect and
preserve the environment for future
generations.

We live in a consumer culture. The
buying and selling of products is what
keeps our economy going, but this

also generates a lot of trash, litter, and
waste. Many consumer products create
waste like plastic bottles, potato chip
bags, and plastic shopping bags. Most
consumer goods themselves are used
for a short period of time then thrown
away, creating even more waste. This is
unsustainable.



What can | do?

Greening

Gardens and green spaces improve our
neighborhoods and help reduce trash. Plants
and trees can reduce stress and anxiety, clean
our soil and air, and build community. When
people feel good about where they live they are
less likely to dump trash and litter.

Los jardines y los espacios
verdes mejoran nuestros
barrios y ayudan a reducir la
basura. Cuando las personas
se sienten bien en el lugar
donde viven, son menos
propensas a contaminar y
tirar basura.
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Cac khu vuon va khdng gian
xanh giup cai thién nhirng khu
phé cua chung ta va gitp giam
thiéu Iurong réac thai. Khi con
ngu i cam thdy tét vé noi ho
séng, ho it c6 kha nang virt va
Xa rac.

Get Involved

Here are some things you can do to help solve Philly’s
trash and litter problem:

- Start a community garden (or join one that
already exists in your neighborhood!).

- Join a cleanup through your PMBC Block
Captain or the Philly Spring Clean Up.

- Check out www.illegaldumpfreepa.org,
where you can sign up to borrow a camera
to monitor and report illegal dumping.

- Call 3-1-1 (or use the app) to report illegal
dumping and other violations.

- Call your councilperson or the Mayor to let
them know you support improvements to
our waste management system. Here are
some ideas of what you could advocate for:

- legislation to ban plastic bags
- more bilingual trash information
- trash pickup twice per week in densely
populated neighborhoods
- cameras to monitor illegal dumping
You can find your councilperson’s contact
info online at www.phlcouncil.com

"Mayor Kenney has promised* to make substantial progress
towards the development of a citywide litter plan for public release
by the end of his first year in office; he has promised to convene
a litter cabinet and appoint a point person in his administration to
oversee the implementation of a cross-departmental litter action
plan. [...] As citizens concerned for our communities, it is our
responsibility to hold Mayor Kenney accountable to his promise
and call on City Council to act."

- Maurice Sampson, Clean Water Action, *Kenney Transition
Report, page 34, released January 5, 2016

CLEAN OUR ENVIRONMENT

Lead in the soil can harm our health and CO2 from trucks and
cars is a form of litter and waste. Plants and trees take in CO2
and clean our air, making it healthier to breathe! Certain plants
like sunflowers can be used to clean toxic soil- this is called re-
mediation. Once the soil is clean we can use it to plant food.

BUILD COMMUNITY

Urban gardens help build community. Vacant lots attract trash,
litter, drug abuse, and crime. Transform vacant lots into an ur-
ban garden to improve your neighborhood!



Reduce/Reuse/Recycle

Recycling is an easy way to protect our environment and reduce
trash and litter in our neighborhoods! What goes in the recycling
bin?
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Visit www.philadelphiastreets.com/recycling for more info about Philly’s recycling system and what can and cannot be recycled.

The city provides recycling pickup service on the same day as trash
day. If you do not have a blue bin you can still recycle: just write
“RECYCLING” on any plastic or metal container 32 gallons or smaller!

Si no tienes un contenedor Néu ban khong co6 thung mau
azul, puedes reciclar xanh, ban van co thé tai ché
igualmente: simplemente -- chi can viét “RECYCLING”
escribe “RECYCLING” en trén bét ky thung chira bang
cualquier recipiente de nhua hoéc kim loai nao co
pléstico o de metal de unos 32 dung tich 32 gallon ho&dc nho
galones o menos. hon.
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Look inside for more information about your trash rights and
responsibilities!



Have your trash picked up!

En Filadelfia la basura y

el material de reciclaje

son recogidos una vez por
semana en frente de tu
casa.
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- Find your block’s trash day at
property.phila.gov (or call

215-686-5560).

- Trash can be placed curbside the
night before the pickup date after
7pm in the summer and after 5pm in

the winter.

- For holiday trash and
recycling schedules please visit
www.philadelphiastreets.com

What can you do with your
food waste to avoid vermin

or bad smells?

1. Keep food waste sepa

rate from other trash

and store it in your freezer or refrigerator until

trash day.

2. Invest in a garbage disposal or ask your land-

lord about installing one.

3. Double bag food waste and store it in a trash-
can (in backyard or alley way) with an airtight

lid until trash day.

4. Save leftovers and re-use them in another

meal.

5. Compost leftovers in a

personal bin or at your

neighborhood community garden

Sanitation Conve
Centers

Sanitation convenience cente

nience

rs are for items that

will not be taken by the weekly trash pick up.

Los centros de servicio

de saneamiento son para
los articulos que no se
recogen semanalmente con
la basura.
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Property owners are required

to provide dall

trash cans and recycle bins,

Céc trung tdm vé sinh
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tenants with

and are responsible for

informing their tenants of all

sanitation rules.

In Philadelphiq, trash and
recycling are picked up
once per week in front of
your house.

How much?

and or

As much as
you want!

x4 x4

Bulk Items:

YES

2 per week
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What it it’s not done right?
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Trash

If the truck doesn’t pick

up your fras

h, or leaves

behind spilled out trash,

you can ca

Il the Area

Supervisor at 215-686-
5560. If you can, make
sure to note the location,

time and vehicle number on
the door.

Chu nha phai danh cho ban 3Qué pasa si hay un
mot thung rac va ndi cho
ban biét tat ca cac quy dinh de basura o material de
vé rac thai.

reciclaje? Informa del

problema. Basura: 215-686-

5560. Reciclaje: 215-685-
7329.

Recycling

If the recycling truck
doesn’t pick up your bin, or
if the regular trash truck is
picking up your recycling,
you can call 215-685-7329

to report it.

noi cho ban biét tat ca
cac quy dinh vé rac thai.

problema con mi recoleccién

In Philadelphia you have a right to:

Have a clean street!

What is dumping?
Placing your household
or business trash in

a public trash can, in
the park, or anywhere
but outside your own
property is illegal
dumping.

Dumping trash is against the
law. People and businesses

that dump trash face fines up
to $10,000 and up to five

years in prison.

Tirar basura donde no se D0 réac trai phap Iuét, phat
debe es ilegal: 10000 $  $10.000, t6i da 5 nam tu
de multa, hasta 5 afios de giam.

prision.
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3Qué es tirar basura donde

Bai rac la gi? D6 rac gia dinh no se debe? Tirar tu basura
va rac doanh nghiép vao
thung rac cong cong, trong
cong vién, hodc bét cir dau
nhung khéng dugc dé tai
nhirng bai rac bat hop phap propiedad es tirar basura
nam ngoai tai san ca nhan
cua ban. ilegal.

doméstica o comercial en
un contenedor de basura
publico, en el parque o en
cualquier lugar fuera de tu

donde no se debe de forma

It is against the law to throw
your trash on the ground.
Authorities can fine an
individual up to $150 for
littering. Hold onto it until you
find a trash or recycling bin.

Es ilegal arrojar tu basura Xa rac noi céng cong la tréi
al suelo: 150 $ de multa.  phéap luét, phat $150.

Ggmﬁ)c‘g{]‘g) C N\ o = !
YN0OYONUNWX): PUIE NAgRISIHTUIUANSNAIUIG]
6001321 09:M6:6 F60000) MIFINBILAIANAHSASIVHEN
QM 3mge $150 nISgRUMIBIANSWESS150
M$EAN DI H NG MINRNWwSis

The sidewalk in front of
your property is your
responsibility. All property
owners (businesses and
residents) are required to
sweep any trash on their
land daily.

What kind of help can | get if someone else
dumps trash or litters on my street?

T6i c6 thé nhan dugc
sy gilp d& nao néu cod
ai doé xa rac trén con
dudng cua t6i?
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Request cleaning from the city

Ban c6 thé goi 3-1-1 (hodc Puedes llamar al 3-1-1 (o
str dung (rng dung) dé cac utilizar la aplicacién) para
béi rac dugrc don dep, cac  que se recoja la basura, se
hinh anh graffiti dwgc x6a  borre un grafiti e informar
bo, cling nhu bao céo tinh  sobre sitios llenos de

trang day rac hay lwgng rac basura o con un crecimiento
tang lén quéa nhanh. excesivo de la misma.
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You can call 3-1-1 (or use the
app) to:

- get dumping removed

- get graffiti removed

- report nuisance properties

(full of trash, debris,

overgrowth)

You can call the water
department to have your storm

drain cleaned at 215-685-6300.
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2Qué puedo hacer si
alguien tira basura
donde no debe o
ensucia mi calle?

Get help cleaning
it yourself

You can request to
borrow supplies for a
cleanup and arrange
garbage pickup from
the Community Life
Improvement Program at
www.phila.gov/clip.

Block captains can request a public trash can
on their block through the Philadelphia More
Beautiful Committee:
www.philadelphiastreets.com/pmbc



ABOUT THIS PROJECT

“We Have a Right to a Clean City” BY: Margaret Kearney, Lead
Artist/Instructor, and Ron Whyte (Deep Green Philly), Lead Activist/
Instructor. A product of Trash Academy.

TRASH ACADEMY. Trash is a pernicious problem across the city
(nicknamed “Filthadelphia”) and is especially pervasive in Southeast
Philadelphia. Trash Academy is a “collaboratory” with community
residents of South Philadelphia, Margaret Kearney, The City of
Philadelphia Mural Arts Program’s Restored Spaces Initiative, and
LandHealth Institute.

Visiting environmental activist Ron Whyte, artist Margaret Kearney,
and environmental science classroom teacher Dr. Noah Goldman
collaborated to guide students at Southern High School through

an investigation of city systems, citizen rights, and responsibilities
related to litter. To develop this tool, they researched relevant
services and solutions by interviewing experts and decision makers,
visiting key sites, and engaging in critical discussion.

RESTORED SPACES. David Harvey defines the “right to the city”

as “a right to change ourselves by changing the city.” Mural Arts’
Restored Spaces Initiative uses socially-engaged public art as a
platform for neighborhood change. The initiative works hand-in-hand
with diverse groups including grassroots community organizations,
activists, nonprofits, and engaged neighbors to develop and plan
projects at the intersection of public art, social justice, and the
environment.

TRASH ACADEMY STUDENTS: Bahyna, Brenay
Banks, Akiema Boggs, Jordan Heng, Aminata
Kamara, Isaac Lupaya, William Mickens, An
Nguyen, Joseph Ortiz, Zandra Parker, Lisbeth
Perez, Regina, Alex Rodriguez, Talon Sander,
Rakim Shay, TJ, Timmy Tran

SPONSORS: Major support for Trash Academy
is provided by the Surdna Foundation. Restored
Spaces is funded by PTS Foundation, Surdna
Foundation, and the FAO Schwarz Family
Foundation.

BIG THANKS TO OUR INTERVIEWEES: Jeremy
Griffin, environmental activist; Angela Vogel

& Yaz Naaijibi, EDGE Philly; Selena Williams,
Philadelphia Streets Department; Annie
Preston, Philadelphia Parks and Recreation;
Julie Hancher, Green Philly Blog; Dusty Hinz &
Nathan Kleinman, Experimental Farm Network;
Maurice Sampson, Clean Water Action

PROJECT MANAGEMENT: Julius Ferraro, Shari
Hersh, and Margaret Kearney.

MORE THANKS: Scott Quitel, LandHealth
Institute; Ambrose Liu, Mural Arts



